
WHEN A SWORD PIERCES YOUR SOUL 
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While I have tried to lay some groundwork at the beginning of this reflection, I 
also heavily tapped the work of one writer’s great (and imaginative) storytelling 
and some of a favorite preaching blogger’s words summarizing the gospel 
reading. Some writing is just too good not to share, and I always try to give credit 
where credit is due. For fuller reflection, I have cited the source websites for 
italicized portions extensively quoted in today’s offering. 

 

Luke’s gospel offers us the traditional Christmas story the way we like to hear it. Its writing is 

directed more toward a gentile audience, so you will see Jewish customs explained more 

thoroughly within its pages. That said, one of the gospel’s aims is to keep Jesus connected to the 

faith of his ancestors, so there is a stress (as in today’s gospel reading) on being observant to the 

law.  

Today’s account is one that is unique to Luke’s gospel. It is a continuation of the narrative of 

Jesus’ beginnings, but here (still in Chapter 2 where the birth account appears) we move forty 

days beyond the birth, to a scene in the Temple, where Joseph and Mary have come for the rite 

of purification—the ritual cleansing 40 days after childbirth that allows Jewish women to return 

to “normal” life. A ritual sacrifice is made—in the case of this couple, a poor-peoples’ sacrifice, 

according to the law: two turtle doves or two young pigeons.” So we are reminded of Jesus’ 

humble beginnings which will almost certainly inform his learning and teaching: a respect for the 

poor, [and] a concern for “the least of these.” 

At the Temple, the young couple, expecting to take care of their ritual obligations under the law, 

are surprised by an old man who has apparently been told by God that he not depart this earth 

until he sees the promised Messiah (the Christ, the anointed one of God), who has a lot to say, 

much that sounds good, but some which will be troubling. Before they leave the Temple, they 

will also encounter Anna (whose father’s name meant “the face of God”): a prophet who has 

stayed day and night fasting and praying in the Temple since she became a young widow; and 

she will have a lot to say about this child as the hope his people’s redemption. 

I want to walk you again through the story, in a narrative article written 4 years ago by author 

Jon Bloom (a portion excerpted below).  

Simeon, still gazing adoringly at the child, said, “Years ago the Lord promised 

me that death would not come until I had seen his Christ. Today, I opened my eyes 

while praying and there you were — an infant! I had never thought you would be 

an infant!” Looking to Joseph with laughing eyes, he said, “One never thinks of 

the Christ as an infant!”  

With a kiss of blessing Simeon softly placed Jesus back in his mother’s arms. He 

dried his eyes with a sleeve and turned to Joseph, laying a hand on his shoulder, 

and said, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 

and for a sign that is opposed, so that thoughts from many hearts may be 

revealed” (Luke 2:34–35).  

Then turning back to Mary, he gently cupped her head with his hands and said 
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tearfully, “And a sword will pierce through your own soul also” (Luke 2:35). He 

kissed her forehead and with one last look at the child, he moved away slowly 

through the crowd. 

“A sword will pierce through your own soul.” The most wonderful, gracious 

event in human history was God sending his Son into the world — to the cross — 

to “save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21), and this gracious event 

caused indescribable grief for Mary. This is important to note. 

As God works out his salvation of sinners, he leads us along unexpected paths 

that result in unexpected and sometimes agonizing pain. When it does, we can 

remember Mary. The darkest moment of her life, the sword that stabbed deepest 

into her soul, was the moment that God used most to bring salvation and joy to 

the world — and to her!  

That’s how he works with us too. When the sword pierces, all it feels like is 

terrible pain. But later we discover that our deepest wounding often becomes the 

channel through which the most profound grace flows. 
  [“When a Sword Pierces Your Soul,” Jon Bloom at www.desiringGod.org, December 16, 2013] 

Theologian and pastor David Lose calls the determination to move through the soul-piercing 

events “Christmas Courage:”  

because it is rooted in the promise that in Jesus God became one of us and so is, 

indeed, Emmanuel, “God with us.” It is the courage that allows us to anticipate 

opposition without fearing or, perhaps worse, hating those who oppose us. It is 

the courage that allows us to acknowledge when our hearts are pierced in a way 

that doesn’t harden our hearts but opens them to others who have also been 

pierced. It is a courage that grants the peace of which Simeon sings and leads us 

to the thanksgiving that his Temple companion Anna offers. It is the courage that 

allows us to continue to love and sacrifice and dare because it believes that no 

gifts given in love are ever lost or without meaning. 

…[Courage] comes from knowing God is with us – every single day of our lives – 

grants us peace and confidence to face the new year, and leads us to thanksgiving 

for all God has done…and is still doing…to us, with us, and through us.  
[David Lose, Posted Dec 27, 2017 in “Dear Partner” at www.davidlose.net] 

 

 

 


